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Production changes in Zeiss binoculars from 1907 to 1917:  

Collectors are mainly concerned with looking for rare and unique types of (Zeiss) 
binoculars and are not paying much attention to the commonly found mass 
production Porro I models like the  6 X 30 Marineglas/ Jagdglas (later Silvamar, 
DF 6 X 30), Telex 6 X 21(later  6x24 or D.F. 6 X 24), Telact (8 X 24)/ (DF 8X / 
DF 95 n/A), Turact ( 8 X24)/ (DF 8X / DF 95 n/A),   and Telefort (12 X 30)/ 
(DF 12 X). In these models, however, we can best see the evolution in design, and 
small production changes that took place until the end of World War I. 
These changes can also be found on more rare Porro-I-models such as the 8 X 40, 
12 X 40, 16X 40 and 7 X 50 (BINOCTAR).It is my goal, to help my fellow collectors to 
appreciate their collectors items, and be able to observe the different phases in 
production as far as I can distinguish them..

I appreciate that not everybody may be concerned with all the details of his particular 
binocular and he may be just happy to display it. In this context my notes will be yet 
another example of the gathering of information on a subject nobody is really 
interested in or cares about.

I have, however, found the recording of the subtle and not so subtle changes that 
took place, helpful in examining the binoculars of the World War I period and 
establishing whether they are genuine or mixed together with different parts from 
different binoculars (whether in the trenches or through the hands they have been 
passing through later on until they found their place in someone’s collection).
Binoculars have at all times been mixed with parts from other binoculars, and 
sometimes not even of the same kind of binocular or the same producer. Zeiss 
binoculars of the wartime period, especially from 1916 to 1918, often have parts from 
earlier Zeiss binoculars and seem to have been repaired in field repair units.
 
In addition to these field repairs we often see today at flea markets, in antique shops 
and naturally on ebay binoculars that are definitely tuned up by the dealer to look 
better – using parts of the same model, but from a different production phase. 
I have therefore tried to outline some general changes in the details of the binoculars 
within the mentioned time scale, starting with the new Zeiss models which were 
introduced after the era of the early “Feldstechers”.

There are 3 or 4 parts on the binoculars where were can best see production 
changes over the passage of time. These are:

1.) Body plates and housing of the objectives   (illustr. 1,4,5,6,9)
2.) Diameter and shape of the ocular lens (such as  with the Silvamar) (illustr. 2,8)
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3.) The shape of the knurling  (part of the ocular unit)   (illustr. 3,7)
4.)  Number of the screws to fix the top (and bottom) prism plates  (illustr. 2,8)

The  changes did not occur with all types of binoculars at the same time, the 
intoduction of a new design varies with the different types, however they all move 
along a certain main line.

            
            Explanation of the  binocular parts   on a    1910   CARL ZEISS JENA – 
                MARINEGLAS  ( ser. no. 189.016)


